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If you find yourself in the company of Andrew K. Gillin, be prepared o talk
strasght — no head games, no postunng, no dancing amund a subject — and don't
Be alacmed o o soon seems as f vou've talking wath an old foend,

The managng pasiner foe Calln, Jacobson, Elbs & Lacsen (GIEL) has a knack
forr engngang people m meanimgfiul conversation sdile alzo making them feel ar
case — as they would when talking shop wath a colleague or bantenng about
sports with a buddy. Ir's a gft few mn the profession can claim and one of the
many reasons that Gillin can boast a 40-year secord of success.

“Rome lawyess tey i be mnomdanng, oc they tend 1o be careless wath the Bcrs,
rar ﬂ':l_':.' |||'i:-:'r{'|:-'r{':<|;'|1r fhin;-_;:c._n g D Simmnelsom, a defensze athomey hasiesd in
Ciakland who has worked with and against Gillin, “Andy 15 not that persen, He's
about absolute honesty, and he's a man of hes word. Thar's a rare commodiry
these days. If he tells vou he's going o do something, he does o He always
fallcyars r|:'|.|.‘-:1|.|'_:'i'|. ard L.l.'l.'|‘:-e-: lus weord, and or makes for g very effcwent PrCess,

n_-g.amlh_-mc of which ade you'ne anl”

Cynthia MoGuwnn, of San Francisco-based Rouda, Feder, Tietjen & MeGuinn, could not say encugh about Gillin’s person-
able demeanor and devonon o his clients and praciice. “He's really a very genuane, thoughtful, ntelligent attoemey, who
does wharever he thanks 13 necessary o reahze a chents needs,” MeGwnn zad. “He's always concemed that these good
precple bave suffeved a devastanng event, and he wantg i get them o 2omeone who can help, whether 1% wah bug firm or
givmie athier firm. [ wonld even B0 20 Far nz te sy he 5_';i'.'|_'e-: Iz clients the spme mterest and support T el 5_';i'.'|,' lug o
farmuly. That's just the kind of puv he 5"

Gillin found himself on the side of plantffs earv i his carcer, taking a job at a Berkeley firm owned by his former
professor in the eady 197068, The work immediately caprured his fancy. He was mspired most by the idea of helping people
who were batthng wceedible odds.
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cases 1 had no idea then that plaint fF Law would appeal to me 1 found very quickly other fields thar marched my skill ser
And T loved the contingency-fee model, where someone with 350 i the bank could take on General Motoes,

“Alsa, wath plainnff law you're almost always representng an indradual,” he adds, *You're able to form a bond with a
chient — these are real people wal real pooblems. Bor me, o'z hke helping a fnend owe”

From follower to leader

Chllimn was vaged wn Southe o Cabibosmg, A IFLALY |.'-:||.|l.:_!.=_:|.'-|:-c|l.|.1!|-.! atudents dud |.|.u:|‘:||'|_!'I the Tare 1960, he mi'_:rll.‘:lll.'d etk 160
artend L0 Berkeley, oere he became a provigt of serts under two of s professoes, Jacobas mnBeock and A1 Bendich.
Mot only did he study under the tao disanganzhed scholaes, e he also stadied them — their careers and lives — and
eventually decided he wanred o be just like them, “They both influenced me a great deal,” Gillin explains,

Although he had ongnally planned to stay n Bedkeley for law school, another ourside influence — namely hus bother-inlaw

pecaiaded Callin o atrend the Ulnvesry of Checagn Law Schocl. Upon graduancn, he erumed o the Bay Area and
wrenit w1 wnrk for the Sanm Mareo I':.-:|1,:||1r_l.' ].r.'g:l'l Al Eocne by under samennme thar he sonsders g dord menmr, Theleem
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who mspired hundreds of lawvers, not just me,” Gillin says

Tust a couple of years later, Gillin recerved a call from Bendich, who asked him whether he'd be mterested in personal
ey work, “How could T sav oo 1o oa man whom [Dideheeds™ Gallun declares.



Onece Gillin was entrenched in plaingff % law, there was no
turning back Tn 1972, he helped found GJEL, which today
has offices throughout Northern California and is considered
one of the area’s top civil litgation firms. As managing
partner, Gillin speads part of his day as an administrator, but
he sell consulis an most if not all the firm's cases, From the
start, the frm bas always been a collaborative one, he said.

[GIEL] has offices throughout Nerthern Califernia and
is considered one of the area’ wp civil litigation firms.

*1 probably spend about a third of my day in manapement —
I et a litthe compalsive sometimes, making sure the copier is
working and 50 on,” Gillin says. “The other tao-thirds of the
day, I have my Bngers in all the cases — 1alking over sirategies,
tactics. I'm still deeply involved. It helps that we're all really
good friends, and we've been together for a long tme, 'We
enjoy working together and understand each other very well,

“Tt%s a role that T love” be adds. “Te's wonderful at this stage
of my carcer 10 be mentoting other young eayers.”

Cases in point

Although GIEL's philosophy is to limit its caseload, the firm
has had oumerous million-dollar verdicts and sertdements
aver the vears, and all of them are memorable, Gillin said,

He mentioned tao in particular that stand out not for the
dollars won but for the changres they brought,

The first was a recent class-action case agrainst Tenet Health-
care Corp. that involved doctors performing unnecessary
surgeries at the company’s Redding Medical Center in 2002,
The lrasuit totaled 769 daims, 183 of which were brought
by GJEL. Of the $§393 million settlement, which was
reached just before the case went to trial, GIEL clients were
saarded $117 million, “Tt's not the amount of money that
Pm proed of, its that Tenet Healthcare made a huge change
in its corpomute governance,” Gillin said. “The doctors who
were involved are not there anymore, they have a new CEC.
Tenet Healtheare is now safer for patients. That’s very
TE'.IH.I'di.T'IE ona Pnrfessi.i,::ul beve] - ane n.-l:tl.l.-ﬂﬂ:,r made 2
th:nglu_"

The other notable case came to Gillin in the early 1970
when he was still relagively green as a teial lawyer. Tt involved
2 self-emploved mason who was paralyzed from the neck
down when a tractor solled over on him, “This was the firse
hig case I did,” Gillin recalls. *T actually tried to talk (my
clicnt) out of giving me the case - T thed to refer him to
another liwver becavse [ thought Twaas oo young and
inexpericneed o handle something this big”

But the client, Al Bigham, ingisted Gillin represent him. 5o
Gillin desve in, and after a three-year battle with the tractor
manufzcterer, Bigham was swarded $2.55 million. Gillin haed

Plaintiff

his first b court victory as well as two things he considers
irvraluable. “That model tractor was taken off the market,”
he said with much pride, “Even better, [ made a lifelong
friend. Prom the day that case started until [Bigham's) death
about 2 years later, we stayed grood frends”

Looking forward

This year marks the 40th anniversary of Gillin®s admission to
the State Bar, and although his primary role has shifted, he's
shown no signs of shewing down. Last Seprember, Gillin
and his parmers received word that they'd been chosen by
their peers for inclusion in the 2010 edition of Best Lawyers
in Amerca.

To this day, Gillin gets excited about going to work and says
he has no intention of stepping seay anytime soon, “T'm
not leoking at walking sy untl someons taps me on the
shoulder and says, Andy, you don'’t kave it anymore, I bove
this stage of my career,” he adds, “1 love the idea of keeping
it poing — it really pets me fired wp every day It's kind of lke
when you were 3 kid waking up in the moming and going to
vour clubhouse, You just can't wrait to get thers,"

But of course, Gillin, like any professional, enpoys whatever
leisure tme he is afforded. Aoy from the office, be spends
time with family and friends and may oy to engage the
nearest set of ears in 8 serious conversation about classic
rock music, “T've got all the dassics on vinyl and MTunes,”
says Gillin, whose favontes include Janis Joplin and The
YWoungbloods, “T love talking to friends about obscure songrs,
You can usually see me out eatdy in the moming, walking
throwgh the neighborbood with music streaming out of my
headphones.”

Gillin is equally passionate about civil justice — it's what
makes him such a natural at passing on wisdom to colleagues
and younger brarvers. He has produced coontless articles and
lectures on civil litigation for 2 number of professional
organizations, including California Continuing Edwcation of
the Bar (CEB), the California State Bar Section Education
Institute and the Consumer Atorneys of California,
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Ralph Lombardi of Oakland-based Lombardi, Loper &
Conant, who consults Gillin on insurance coverage issues,
*Hes very good at what he doeg, and he's a nice g™

MeGuinn echoed the compliment, “When somebody says
Andy Gillin iz on the line, T smile and take the call)” she gaid,
“because T know theres a pood reason be'’s calling.”

Gillin's advice for proapective and aspiring layvers usually
comes in three parts: "Ooe, fnd a mentor; they're out theee.
They can give you skills, and more important they can pive
vou confidence. Two, find a feld that you care about, that
vou believe in. And third, find people to wotk with that you
truly consider fiends™ Straipht talk 1o the very end,
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